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Advisory Board

Meeting Minutes

August 22, 2017
Board Members Present: Members present were Gregg Collar (Chairman), Ann Kowalczyk (Secretary/ Treasurer), and Richard Berkley. Members present via conference circuit were Cheryl Hamill (Vice Chairperson), Diane Browning, Shana Macey, Robert Sullivan, and Jan VanDeCarr. Others Present: Angelo Rella (TAF Administrator), George Boothby and Mary Goralski (TAF Manager) and David Cramer (NY PSC).
1. Gregg Collar, Chairperson, called the meeting to order and took a roll call.  A quorum was present and the meeting proceeded. 
2. Angelo Rella announced that he is retiring as of October 31, 2017. Gregg Collar thanked Angelo for his years of service and for all that he has added to the TAF process over the years.

3. George Boothby will become TAF Administrator as of November 1, 2017. George was introduced to the Board and described his 38 years of work experience in the telecom industry, including the last five years as the CFO of TAF of NY. Gregg welcomed George to his new position. 
4. The Board reviewed the minutes of the May 9, 2017 Board meeting.  Hearing no changes, a motion was made by Cheryl Hamill and seconded by Richard Berkley to adopt the minutes as presented.  The motion was approved by the Board unanimously. 
5. Angelo provided a TAF Administrative Expense Summary Report for the months of April 2017 through June 2017.  He told the Board that the Treasurer, Ann Kowalczyk, had reviewed the expense reports earlier, which she acknowledged. Angelo indicated that it was business as usual, with the quarter ending at around 3% under budget.  A motion was made by Shana Macey and seconded by Cheryl Hamill to approve the expense reports as presented.  The motion was approved by the Board unanimously.  

6. Angelo provided a TAF status report.  The April 2017 through June 2017 Monthly Assessment Summaries were presented.  Angelo provided an explanation of these reports. Of note was that several companies processed adjustments this quarter. Angelo described the revenue true up process with TAF of NY. A motion was made by Ann Kowalczyk and seconded by Cheryl Hamill to approve the reports as presented.  The motion was approved by the Board unanimously.

7. Angelo gave an update on the TRS Contract Renewal. The new tariff is in place, with new rates beginning on July 1, 2017. The NY PSC indicated that, since the contract was already approved through the RPF process, the PSC did not need to approve the contract extension per se. This extension is in effect until June 30, 2020, with a possible additional two year extension to June 30, 2022. 
8. Angelo gave an update on Caption Telephone. There were 819 landline Captel phones in use at the end of July 2017 as compared to 858 in April 2017. He noted that this is the lowest amount ever reported. The Board discussed the decline of landline Captel in New York.
9. Mary Goralski gave an update on Revenues, Costs and Assessment Ratio estimates and historical trends. Costs continue to decline. Assessable Revenues are expected to hold fairly steady or decline for 2017. Of note is that E911 costs are declining as some companies switch to IP for E911 services. These IP costs are not reimbursable through TAF of NY at this time. The assessment ratio was down this quarter due to adjustments filed. It is expected to go back up to prior levels in second half of 2017.
10. Angelo gave an update on the New York State Universal Service Fund. The third installment for the 2017 NYSUSF billing will be on or about September 11, 2017, in the amount of one million five hundred thousand dollars. Angelo noted that, pursuant to the current PSC NYSUSF order, funds collected in one year can be used in subsequent years. 
11. The Board discussed that there is a Proceeding open at the NY PSC to Review the Targeted Accessibility Fund of NY. At this time, no additional information is available.
12. The Bill S5192 Griffo, relating to wireless companies participation in TAF, was passed by both the NY Senate and Assembly.  The next step for this bill is to be sent to the Governor’s office. If signed, it would be effective immediately. Its implementation by TAF of NY would be determined by the NY Public Service Commission.
13. The next regularly scheduled Board meeting is tentatively scheduled for November 14, 2017 at 4 Tower Place, 2nd Floor, Albany, NY in the TAF of NY Conference Room. Start time will be 11AM.  
14. There being no other business, Richard Berkley made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Ann Kowalczyk, which was approved unanimously by the Board.

